PREFACE
it is composed. The present volumes, forming the first
part of the whole, contain a preliminary enquiry into the
principles of Magic and the evolution of the Sacred
Kingship in general. They -will be followed shortly
by a volume which discusses the principles t>f Taboo in
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their special application to sacred or priestly kings.    The
remainder of the work will be mainly devoted to the myth
and ritual of the*Dying God, and as the subject is large and
fruitful, my discussion of it will, for thfe sake of convenience,.
be divided into  several   parts, of which  one,  dealing  with
some dying gods of antiquity in Egypt and Western Asia, has
already been published under the title of Adonis, Attis> Osiris.
But while I have thus sought to dispose my book in its
proper form as a collection of essays on a variety of distinct,
though related, topics, I have at the same time preserved its
unity, as far as possible, by retaining the original title for
the whole series of volumes, and by pointing out from time
to time the bearing of my general conclusions on the particular
problem which furnished the starting-point of the enquiry.
It seemed to me that this mode of presenting the subject
offered some advantages which outweighed certain obvious
drawbacks.    By discarding the austere form, without, I hope,
sacrificing the solid substance, of a scientific treatise, I thought
to cast my materials  into  a  more  artistic  mould and  so
perhaps to attract readers, who might have been repelled by
a more strictly logical and systematic arrangement of the
facts.    Thus I put  the mysterious  priest of Nemi, so to
say, in the   forefront   of the  picture, grouping   the   other
sombre figures of the same sort behind him in the back-
ground, not certainly because I deemed them of less moment
but  because  the  picturesque  natural  surroundings  of  the
priest of Nemi among the wooded hills of Italy, the very
mystery which enshrouds him, and not least the haunting
magic of Virgil's verse, all combine to shed a glamour on
the tragic figure with the Golden Bough, which fits him to